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The towering beauty of Yosemite, authentic history of 
California Gold Country and endless adventure of the 
High Sierra, all beckon you to lose your to-do list and 
let nature lead the way. So lace ‘em up explorers and 
set your compass to Tuolumne County, good times are 
calling and you must go.
VisitTCToday.com/CAVisitorsGuide

RUSH CREEK 
LODGE & SPA

CITY OF SONORA

Don Pedro Lake offers 
160-miles of shoreline with 

13,000-acres of water to enjoy 
boating, fishing, swimming, 
sailing, houseboating, dog-

friendly and group camping, 
hiking, biking, a marina and a 

swimming lagoon! 

Located in the heart of California’s 
Central Sierra off Highway 108, 

Dodge Ridge Mountain Resort is 
a year-round resort that’s been in 
operation since 1950. Access to 
1600 vertical feet, 67 trails and 
11 lifts across 862 skiable acres 

with an average snowfall of 350” 
each season.

Located at the Highway 120 West 
entrance to Yosemite, Rush Creek 

Lodge & Spa includes a restaurant, 
tavern, pool, daily activities, 

guided trips throughout Yosemite, 
and now a brand new indoor/

outdoor spa! 

The historic small-town charm 
of Sonora, California will 

surprise you with modern 
amenities and golden 

discoveries. With dining, 
boutique shops, tasting and 

tap rooms, a brewery, and cozy 
accommodations, Sonora is 
sure to keep you wandering.

VISITTUOLUMNE.COM/SONORADODGERIDGE.COM DONPEDROLAKE.COM RUSHCREEKLODGE.COM 

HIGH SIERRA - - - - - GOLD COUNTRY - - - - - YOSEMITE

DODGE RIDGE 
MOUNTAIN RESORT

DON PEDRO 
RECREATION AREA

SONORA: HISTORIC  
AND PRESENT CHARM
Nestled in the Sierra Nevada 
foothills, the city of Sonora is 
situated neatly on the path from 
the East Bay to the natural wonders 
of Yosemite National Park and 
Stanislaus National Forest, as well as the historic charm of Tuolumne County 
and California Gold Country as a whole. But don’t view Sonora as just a 
waypoint on your journey to somewhere else. Although Sonora might be 
known as the Queen of the Southern Mines, that moniker doesn’t give 
enough credit to the wealth of experiences that can be mined from this 
Gold Rush town.
	 It’s easy to be grumpy after a two- to three-hour drive, but any 
lingering frustrations will be swept away by the delightful small-town allure 
of Sonora. There’s a reason why over 300 movies and TV series have been 
filmed in and around the city, including the pilot of Little House on the 
Prairie. There’s a nostalgic winsomeness to downtown Sonora, but the shops and restaurants are 
wholly modern, even if they wink to the city’s forty-niner past. Take a stroll and stop by the Local 
Collective to pick up items crafted (you guessed it) locally, admire stunning depictions of landscapes 
and wildlife at Aloft Art Gallery, then grab a drink and a bite to eat at the Sonora Brewing Company. 
	 If you want to learn more about the history that led to the founding of Sonora, check out 
the Tuolumne County Museum. Located in the old Tuolumne County jail, which housed prisoners from 
1866 to 1960, the museum tells the tales of not only the Indigenous people who once dwelled on this 
land and the forty-niners who came to dig gold out of it, but also of those who were once imprisoned 
within the former jail’s walls.
	 A number of the nearby lodgings are equally history-filled, including 1880s Royal Olive 
Manor. But regardless of where you choose to stay, choose to eat, or what time of year you choose to 
visit, it is hard to go wrong in Sonora.

DIABLO 
MAGAZINE
Online Circulation:

18,920
Unique Visitors 
Monthly

Print Distribution:

40,000
Email Newsletter 
Subscribers:

15,000

OFFICIAL CALIFORNIA 
VISITORS GUIDE
Online Circulation:

874,478
Print Distribution:

500,000

Blog post: 

cheycheyfromthebay.com
Facebook • Threads • TikTok • Instagram:

@cheycheyfromthebay

Links to social media posts:
Facebook one • Facebook two • Threads • TikTok one • TikTok two
Instagram one • Instagram two • Instagram story

Followers:

23k+
Targeted Age Group:

25-34
Impressions:

1.6M

https://cheycheyfromthebay.com/2023/09/01/how-to-spend-the-best-wellness-getaway-in-sonora-ca-the-heart-of-californias-gold-country/

https://www.facebook.com/cheycheyfromthebay/posts/pfbid0UAgefw3avsWANsmkS1xSLbkwGKCJ8RW3gMn7cfnAuBTKjFv2UC6kzrnHf7gGc9ojl
https://www.facebook.com/cheycheyfromthebay/posts/pfbid08bfRk3b2Lk8Wdd5rpkiq4NWfWoGJL6MDcHhmsZqpSPeQdAdqB9TrTo6QdgYjNTw9l
https://www.threads.net/@cheycheyfromthebay
https://www.tiktok.com/@cheycheyfromthebay/video/7277691576682401067?is_from_webapp=1&sender_device=pc&web_id=7192285372429305390
http://www.tiktok.com/@cheycheyfromthebay/video/7277661937171828010?is_from_webapp=1&sender_device=pc&web_id=7192285372429305390
https://www.instagram.com/p/CwrGk2LLku2/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CwtA40JyUqa/
https://www.instagram.com/stories/highlights/18020988598671909/
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Aligning with the Visit Tuolumne County 
Brand, our graphics team, with the 
direction of VTC staff, designed a Visit 
Sonora logo to use to promote the City 
of Sonora on advertising efforts. The 
logo features Sonora’s cityscape, pairing 
historic charm with its bold attention-
grabbing color palette. 

Visit Sonora Logo

VTC staff worked with their graphic 
designer to create a City of 
Sonora Quarterly Newsletter. The 
newsletter was printed out and 
available for pick up at City Hall. 
VTC also built an e-newsletter and 
distributed it via email.

809
Recipients

304
Total Clicks

12.3%
Click Rate

53.1%
Open Rate

Newsletter TemplateJuly 2023

SonoraCA.com PAGE 1

Scan to sign-up 
for our 

e-newsletter!

Quarterly Insights
The City of Sonora’s

A Message from 
Mayor Mark Plummer

City Updates Sonora in the News

This first Mayor’s message will 
focus on City plans, ensuring our 
local government is clear and 
transparent, and utilizing this space 
to share our progress. Having broad 
support for City projects is critical, and 
the reason our City Council has involved 
as many community members as possible in 
the planning. 

The Measure “Y” sales tax is the investment our community is 
making in the future of Sonora. We are improving Police and 
adding essential staffing (including an engineer to rebuild our 
roads and infrastructure), while directing our greatest efforts 
toward Economic Development to sustain us and return our 
investment in the form of safety and prosperity for all residents. 
We’ll share more of our vision in our next issue! 

Construction is underway for the 
Washington-Stockton Corridor/ 
Downtown Transit & Accessibility 
Improvement Project located along 
Stockton Street (State Highway 
49) from S. Washington Street to 
west of Green Street. The project 
concept was identified in the City’s Vision Sonora Plan 
to better serve downtown Sonora. It includes pedestrian 
improvements, ADA compliance and new transit facilities. 
The transit facilities will also be used by the Yosemite Area 
Regional Transportation System (YARTS) bus and other 
tour buses visiting the City. The City is responsible for 
project oversight in coordination with the Tuolumne County 
Transportation Council and 
Caltrans. The City awarded the 
$2,615,556 construction contract 
to Dirt Dynasty, Inc., based in 
Valley Springs. The project is 
being funded with local, State, 
and Federal highway/transit funds. 
Construction is scheduled to be 
completed in October.

Visit Tuolumne County (VTC) 
hosted two influencer groups who 
spent time exploring Sonora’s 
historic culture, dining, and wellness experiences. First, 
Oksana and Max with Drink Tea and Travel, featured Sonora 
as the base for their explorations through Tuolumne County. 
Next, Scott and Megan with Bobo and Chichi, highlighted 
it as a historical town with modern amenities. Sonora also 
made international news. The Daily News (UK) and  Notable 
Life (Canada) ran articles featuring the Red Church, Hotel 
Lumberjack, Armory, Tuolumne County History Museum, and 
Revive Coffee. 

Read about Sonora in the News here:  
visittuolumne.com/in-the-news

Upcoming Events
City Council Meeting 
7/17, 8/7, 8/21, 9/5, 9/18, 10/2, 10/16
1st and 3rd Mondays, 5pm

Sonora Certified Farmers Market • thru 10/14
Saturdays, 7:30-11:30am, FREE
Theall and Stewart Streets, Sonora

Coffill Park Summer Concert Series • thru 10/14
8/12, 9/9, 10/14. 8-10pm, FREE 
Coffill Park, Washington St, Sonora

Second Saturday Art Night • thru 12/9
Second Saturday of every month, 5-8pm
FREE along Washington St, Sonora

VTC staff worked with their social media agency, 
Diamond Digital Co. to develop new social 
media channels. The VTC Staff and Diamond 
Digital Co. are working to recover the City of 
Sonora’s Facebook channel, and have some 
tactics to regain followers on a new Facebook 
channel if the old one cannot be recovered.

City of Sonora 
Social Media
Optimization
Instagram • Facebook • TikTok  
LinkedIn • Google My Business

VTC worked with Chelsea Davis, Chey Chey From 
the Bay, to capture lifestyle photos while she was in 
destination for her wellness promotion. VTC gained 
rights to 50 photos.

Photo Shoot

Visit Tuolumne County continues to support local 
non-profit organizations to provide sponsorship, 
destination development, beautification, and public 
arts support. This quarter VTC sponsored the Second 
Saturday Art Night.

Community Sponsorship

VTC worked with their UK public relations agency to secure a journalist and 
photographer to visit Tuolumne County and produce an article. National 
Geographic UK published a 10-page print article on Tuolumne County 
including the 
City of Sonora in 
their September 
issue. The article 
was picked up 
by National 
Geographic US 
and published 
online as well.

Visit Tuolumne County 
nominated Downtown Sonora 
for a Sunset Travel Award and 
they won as one of the Best 
City Getaway in the Western 
US. Sunset Magazine is a 
Western US lifestyle online 

and print publication that was founded in 1898. 
They have a print audience of 1.4 million and 
their online publications reach 3.8 thousand 
unique monthly visitors. As a winning destination, 
Downtown Sonora is highlighted in an online 
publication and in the October/November print 
edition of Sunset Magazine.

National Geographic UK Sunset Travel Award

PRINT
Online Circulation:

48,100
Estimated Advertising Value:

$113,645

ONLINE
Unique Visitors Monthly:

8.57M
Estimated Advertising Value:

$79,288

As a result of our ongoing media 
outreach, the City of Sonora 
has been featured in seven 
articles. These articles have 
reached 13.7M unique visitors 
monthly and have an estimated 
advertising value of $127K.

Sonora in the News

https://www.instagram.com/cityofsonoraca/
https://www.facebook.com/cityofsonora1
https://www.tiktok.com/@cityofsonoraca?lang=en
https://www.linkedin.com/company/city-of-sonora-ca/about/
https://www.google.com/search?q=my+business&mat=CTyTeBWj9SFUEkwBl7_Llw-4N39UscAfy0EBVqwbU2N_R86Mlbkjg_qgRqnHNT83fk0aMPjVYD7jLUrLj11Nxe-IitPHftFOBp1dMhWjaSDv2a7yz24k&hl=en&authuser=0

